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Answers 

Note – Need 2013 calendar (Q. 9); 2014 calendar (e.g. Q. 11); + list of EPO closed days in 2014 

 

Question 1. 

20 marks.  Deduct 0.5 mark for each error. 
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The following is also correct (in fact preferable, although either option gets full marks).  Deduct 3 

marks if both options completed.  
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2. 

The first renewal fee [for the second patent year] is due at the end of the month containing the 

second filing anniversary        (1 mark) 

= 30
th

 April 2014         (1 mark) 

This date has already passed, so the renewal fee is due 31 months after priority [time limit for 

regional phase entry]         (1 mark) 

= 3
rd

 May 2014           (1 mark) 

A Saturday, and Monday 5
th

 May 2014 is Liberation Day in the Netherlands, so time limit extended to 

Tuesday 6
th

 May 2014          (1 mark) 

[No marks for answering that it is a UK Bank Holiday] 

        (Total of 5 marks for this question) 

 

3. 

A supplementary search fee is due       (1 mark) 

Because the EPO did not act as the International Searching Authority.   (1 mark) 

        (Total of 2 marks for this question) 

 

4. 

Additional pages fee x 2         (1 mark) 

Filing Fee          (1 mark) 

Examination Fee         (1 mark) 

Flat Designation Fee         (1 mark) 

One Extension Fee          (1 mark) 

(No claims fees: 14 < 15)      (Total of 5 marks for this question) 

 

5. 

Only if it is asked for.         (1 mark)  

This will happen if priority is relevant to patentability over the prior art.     (1 mark) 
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        (Total of 2 marks for this question) 

6. 

(a) The time limit is four months from the notification of the written decision against which the 

appeal is filed. 

4 month period from the written decision appealed -      (1 mark) 

Notification – i.e. 10 day rule applies -        (1 mark) 

(b) The only possible remedy is re-establishment under Article 122 EPC   (1 mark) 

Request must be filed within two months of removal of the cause of non-compliance (1 mark) 

and within one year of the expiry of the unobserved time limit    (1 mark) 

(Total of 5 marks for this question) 

 

 

7. 

(a) Yes           (0 marks) 

The application can be filed by joint applicants provided that at least one of them is entitled to make 

the application          (1 mark) 

The UK resident is entitled to make the application     (1 mark) 

(b) File either at the UK IPO        (1 mark) 

or the EPO [both of which are competent to receive applications in English from an applicant who is 

a  UK resident]          (1 mark)  

(Total of 4 marks for this question) 

 

8. 

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, German, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish 

    (Half a mark for each one so 5 marks in total for this question) 

 

9. 

The Demand is due within later of three months of issuance of the ISR   (1 mark) 

= 21/02/2013 [a Thursday] + 3M = 21/05/2013 [a Tuesday]    (1 mark) 
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Or 22 months from priority        (1 mark) 

= 19/06/2012 + 22M = 19/04/2014       (1 mark) 

ISA is closed that day (Saturday).  Monday 21 April 2014 is Easter Monday, so the due date is 

extended to the next working day, Tuesday 22/04/2014     (1 mark) 

(Total of 5 marks for this question) 

10. 

The written opinion of the International Searching Authority [WO-ISA]   (1 mark) 

(Total of 1 mark for this question) 

11. 

(a) A two month extension of time is available as of right [under Section 117B, extensions of time 

limits specified by the Comptroller]       (1 mark) 

File a written request for extension and file the response    (1 mark) 

Both within the extended period       (1 mark) 

(b) 26/03/2014 + 2M = 26/05/2014       (1 mark) 

Which is [Late May] bank holiday – time limit extended to [Tuesday] 27
th

 May 2014.   (1 mark) 

(Total of 5 marks for this question) 

12. 

By four and a half years from the earliest priority      (1 mark) 

05/11/2009 + 4 ½ years = 5
th

 May 2014       (1 mark) 

Which is [early May] bank holiday – time limit extended to [Tuesday] 6
th

May 2014. (1 mark) 

(Total of 3 marks for this question) 

13. 

There is less than one year between the issue date of the first examination report and the “ordinary” 

compliance date (question 12) 

So the compliance date is extended to one year from the date of the first examination report  

           (1 mark) 

24/05/2013 + 1 year = 24
th

 May 2014       (1 mark) 

A Saturday, and 26
th

 is [late May] bank holiday – time limit extended to [Tuesday] 27
th

 May 2014 

           (1 mark) 
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(Total of 3 marks for this question) 

14. 

(a) Two months          (1 mark) 

(b) File Patents Form 52 + pay the corresponding fee      (2 marks) 

within the extended period        (1 mark) 

(c) 24/05/2014 + 2M = 24
th

 July 2014 [a Thursday]     (1 mark) 

 (Total of 5 marks for this question) 

15. 

Patents Form 21 + fee         (1 mark) 

identifying the assignment [parties, date]      (1 mark) 

AND 

documentary evidence of the assignment, e.g. copy of assignment signed by assignor (1 mark) 

or signature of form 21 on behalf of both parties      (1 mark) 

(Total of 4 marks for this question)  

16. 

5 years from the filing date        (1 mark) 

= 11/03/2009 + 5years = 11
th

 March 2014 [a Tuesday]     (1 mark) 

End of the month containing the 5
th

 filing anniversary = 31
st

 March 2014 [a Monday] (1 mark) 

(Total of 3 marks for this question)  

17. 

(a) A smell, a sound, a device (logo)      (1 mark each) 

(b) Yes.            (1 mark) 

They are included in the definition of a design [under the CDR and UK Registered Designs Act.] 

           (1 mark) 

(Total of 5 marks for this question)  
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18. 

(a) 08/01/2014 + 10 days = 18/01/2014      (1 mark) 

 18/01/2014 + 4 months = 18/05/2014      (1 mark) 

A Sunday, so the due date is Monday 19
th

 May 2014.     (1 mark) 

(b) File a request for extension of the time limit before the original deadline expires  

           (1 mark) 

of up to two months         (1 mark) 

18/01/2014 + 6 months = 18/07/2014 (a Friday)     (1 mark) 

(Total of 6 marks for this question) 

 

19. (a) No (b) No (c) Yes (d) No (e) Yes (f) No     (1 mark each)  

(Total of 6 marks for this question) 

 

20. 

(a) Due date is the end of month containing the filing anniversary [10th February 2014] (1 mark)  

= 28th February 2014         (1 mark)  

The patent was not granted at the start of the 5th year [10/02/2014], so the fee is payable to the 

EPO           (1 mark)  

(b)  6month’s extension available with late payment fee      (1 mark) 

= 31st August 2014         (1 mark) 

A Sunday, so extended to Monday, 1st September 2014     (1 mark) 

(Total of 6 marks for this question) 

 

 


