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Notes to examiners 
 

1. Marks are to be awarded when a candidate makes the same substantive point as the 
mark scheme. 

 
2. Where a question contains several parts, the examiner may award marks for relevant 

points irrespective of whether the candidate has made the point in the same part of the 
question as the mark scheme. 

 
3. Any unexpected legitimate answers should be addressed at standardisation and the 

mark scheme will be amended in light of any unexpected but legitimate answers.  
 

Notes to mentors and students 
 

4. This mark scheme has not been through a standardisation process (see 3 above). 
Any comments on the mark scheme will be welcome to pac@cipa.org.uk 
 

5. In addition to this eight-page mark scheme there are four appendices which provide 
the marking scheme for Questions 3, 4, 9 and 12, which require completion of a form 
by way of an answer.  

 
  

mailto:pac@cipa.org.uk
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Question 1  
 
What is a patent? 
 
Answer 
 
A monopoly for a fixed period of time 

1 mark 
 

Question 2  
 
How often are renewal fees due on the following, once granted or registered? 
 
a) A UK patent 
b) A registered Community design 
c) A UK registered design 
 
Answers 
 
a) Every year/annually         1  
b) Every 5 years          1  
c) Every 5 years          1   

3 marks 
 

Question 3  
 
You are employed by EZ IP Limited. The attorney for whom you work has left you the 
instructions as set out in Annex A.  
 
a) Prepare Patents Form 1 (PF1) for the application 

9 marks 
b) Prepare Patents Form 9A (PF9A) for the application 

6 marks 
Answer 
 
a) See completed PF1 Form 

 
9 marks 

b) See completed PF9A Form 
 

6 marks  
 

Total 15 marks 
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Question 4  
 
Refer again to Annex A. Now prepare Patents Form 7 (PF7) for the application. Leave the 
application number blank. 

6 marks 

Answer 
 
See completed PF7 Form 

 
6 marks 

 

Question 5  
 
By when must an abstract be filed in respect of a UK patent application that does not claim 
priority? 
 
Answer 
 
12 months           1  
From filing           1  
 

2 marks 
 

Question 6  
 
A first UK patent application is filed on 18 August 2016.  A second UK application claiming 
priority from the first is filed on 04 January 2017. 
 
By when must inventorship details be filed for the second application? Show your 
calculations. 
 
Answers 
 
16 months           1  
From earliest priority date         1  
18/08/16 + 16 months = 18/12/17        1  

3 marks 
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Question 7  
 
A UK patent application filed on 22 April 2014 is granted on 22 August 2016. 
 
a) When is the first renewal fee due? Show your calculations. 
 

Answer 
 
22/4/14 + 4 years           1  
= 22/4/18           1  
Due at the end of the month = 30/4/18       1  

3 marks 
 

b) If the due date for paying the renewal fee is missed, what is the latest date it can 
be paid making use of the grace period? Show your calculations. 

 
Answer 
 
April 2018 + 6 months -> October 2018       1  
End of month = 31/10/18         1 

2 marks 
 

c) State the advantages of paying the fee as early as possible after the due date. 
 
Answer 
Fees increase each month        1  
But 1st month free          1  

2 marks 
   

Total: 7 marks 
 
Question 8 
 
A UK national as sole applicant can file a PCT application at the UKIPO. Where else can the 
PCT application be filed? 
 
Answer 
 
IB            1 
EPO            1 

2 marks 
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Question 9  

You work as a Patent Administrator for the firm Ingleby Barwick.  Please see the attached 
instructions in Annex B, left for you by the attorney and complete the appropriate form(s). 

Answer 
 
See completed PCT/IPEA/401 Form.  

12 marks 

Question 10  
 
For a PCT application, what is the time limit for entering the national / regional phase; 
 
a) at the EPO? 
b) in the US? 
 
 
Answers 
 
a)  EPO = 31 Months from earliest priority date      1 
b) US = 30 Months from earliest priority date      1 

2 marks 
 
 

Question 11  
 
What are the minimum requirements for filing a European Patent Application? 
  
Answer 
 
An indication that a patent is sought (Form 1001)      1 
Details of the applicant sufficient for the EPO to be able to contact them   1 
A description or a reference to an earlier filed application      1 
             

3 marks 
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Question 12 
 

Your supervising attorney has sent you the following memo: 

Our client, Optical Wonder Limited, has decided to enter the European regional phase of 
their international application number PCT/GB2014/12345. Our Reference for this case will 
be PAT12/15. International examination was not requested, and no amendments are being 
made. Let’s enter the EP regional phase based on the PCT as published: pages 1 to 19 of 
the description, pages 20 to 23 of the claims and 15 pages of drawings. The abstract is on 
page 24. 

This application is quite important so we’ll designate Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as the 
Contracting States. Please ensure we receive one extra copy of any citations. 

There is an error in Optical Wonder Limited’s address, which we’ll correct on filing.  I’ll 
prepare the additional sheet for doing this myself. I’m also preparing comments in response 
to the International search report which we’ll include now too. 

The finance department will prepare the fee sheet separately, but please ensure that refunds 
are credited to our refund account: 9865 5421, in the name of Townsend & Partners LLP. 

Thanks 

Yuko 

Yuko Townsend, 4th Floor, 10 Old Street, London, EC9R 3RT, UK 

Tel: 02035 784512 

 
Prepare the EPO form for entry into the European regional phase of this application. 

 

Answer 

See completed EPO Form 1200.  

12 marks 
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Question 13  
 
You receive the communication in Annex C from the EPO. An amended set of 18 claims is to 
be filed at the EPO. 
 
a) What is the last date on which the amended claims can be filed in response to this 

communication? Show your calculations. 
 
Answer 

 
6 months from notification of the communication 
10/10/16 + 10 days = 20/10/16        1  
+ 6 months = 20/04/17         1  

2 marks 
 

b) What type of fees, and how many, will be due by the date calculated in part a)?  
(The amount of the fees is not required.) 
 
Answer 
 
Excess claims fees are due         1  
18-15 = 3 excess claim fees are due       1  

2 marks 
 

c) Further processing can be requested. What steps must be taken to request further 
processing? 
 
Answer 

 
Paying the FP fee          1  
Completing the omitted actions        1  
 

2 marks 
 

Total: 6 marks 
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Question 14 
 
You receive the communication in Annex D.  
 
a) Without requesting an extension of time, what is the latest date for reply? Show 

your calculations. 
 
Answers 
 
25/10/2016 + 10d = 04/11/2016        1  
04/11/2016 + 4m = 04/03/2017 (Sat)       1  
= 06/03/2017 (Mon)         1  
 

3 marks 
b) By what date would an extension of time need to be requested? 

 
Answer 
 
06/03/2017; or same date as in part a)  

1 mark 
 

Total: 4 marks 
 
Question 15  
 
State two types of registered design that can provide protection in the UK. 
 
Answer 
 
UK registered design right          1 
Community Registered Design         1 
Application via Hague system (if relevant at exam date)     1 
 
[Any two of these three; 2 marks max.] 

2 marks 
 

Total: 80 marks 



IPAC mock 2017: Q3 answer 

(REV NOV10)                  Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office       Patents Form 1 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
 

Patents Form 1 
Patents Act 1977 (Rule 12) 
 
Request for grant of a patent 
(An explanatory leaflet on how to fill in this form is available from the office) 
 
Application number GB 
 
1 Your reference: 
 (optional) 

EZ17-001 1 mark 

2 Full name, address and postcode of the applicant 
or of each applicant (underline all surnames): 

 
The name(s) and address(es) provided here 
will be published as part of the application 
process (see warning note below) 

 

Driveways Always Limited 1 mark 
54 Sandy Lane 
Nottingham 
NG1 5GR 

Patents ADP number (if you know it):       

3 Title of the invention: Paving Slab 1 mark 

4 Name of your agent (if you have one): Charles Bronson OR EZ IP Limited 
1 mark 

“Address for service” to which all correspondence 
should be sent (including postcode). This may be in 
the European Economic area or Channel Islands:  
(see warning note below)  
 

EZ IP Limited 
42 Freeport Street 
Nottingham 
NG1 6GR 

 Patents ADP number (if you know it):       

5 Priority declaration: Are you claiming  
 priority from one or more earlier-filed  
 patent applications?  If so, please give  
 details of the application(s): 

Country 
 
 
      

Application number 
(if you know it) 

 
      

Date of filing 
(day / month / year) 

 
      

6 Divisionals etc:  Is this application a divisional 
application, or being made following resolution of 
an entitlement dispute about an earlier 
application?  If so, please give the application 
number and filing date of the earlier application: 

Number of earlier UK 
application 

 
      

Date of filing 
(day / month / year) 

 

      

7 Inventorship:  (Inventors must be individuals not 
companies) 

 
 Are all the applicants named above also 

inventors? 
 
 
 If yes, are there any other inventors? 

(Please tick the appropriate boxes) 
 
 
 YES    NO    
 

1 mark 
 
 YES    NO    

8 Are you paying the application fee with this form?  YES    NO          1 mark 



 
 

(REV NOV10)                                   Patents Form 1 

9 Accompanying documents: 
 please enter the number of pages of 

each item accompanying this form: 

 

 Continuation sheets of this form:       

 Description: 15 1 mark 

 Claim(s): 2 

 Abstract:       

 Drawing(s): 2 

 If you are not filing a description, please 
 give details of the previous application 
 you are going to rely upon: 

Country 
 
 
      

Application number 
 
 

      

Date of filing 
(day / month / year) 

 

      

10 If you are also filing any of the following, 
 state how many against each item. 

 

 Priority documents:       1 mark 

Statement of inventorship and right 
to grant of a patent (Patents Form 7): 

 

      

Request for search (Patents Form 9A): 1 

 Request for substantive examination 
 (Patents Form 10): 

 

      

Any other documents:(please specify)       

11 I/We request the grant of a patent on the basis of this application.  1 mark for boxes 11 and 12 
 
 Signature(s): Date: [date exam sat or 20 Jan 2017] 

12 Name, e-mail address, telephone, 
 fax and/or mobile number, if any, 
 of a contact point for the applicant: 

Charles Bronson 
CBronson@EZ.com 

 
 
Warning 
 
After an application for a patent has been filed, the Comptroller will consider whether publication or communication of the invention should 
be prohibited or restricted under section 22 of the Patents Act 1977. You will be informed if it is necessary to prohibit or restrict your 
invention in this way. Furthermore, if you are resident in the United Kingdom and your application contains information which relates to 
military technology, or would be prejudicial to national security or the safety of the public, section 23 of the Patents Act 1977 prohibits you 
from applying for a patent abroad without first getting written permission from the Office unless an application has been filed at least 6 
weeks beforehand in the United Kingdom for a patent for the same invention and either no direction prohibiting publication or 
communication has been given, or any such direction has been revoked. Until such time or until the revocation of any direction, for any such 
application the address for service referred to at part 4 above must be in the United Kingdom. 
 
In all other cases, the name of the applicant will be published shortly after filing, together with the title of the invention. Later, when the whole 
application is published, most information and documents filed in relation to the application will become publicly available. The name and 
address of the applicant will be published on our website and may appear in external search engine results. You should provide a 
business or PO Box address if you do not want your home address published.   
 
Although you may have an address for service in the Channel Islands, any agent instructed to act for you must reside or have a place of 
business in the European Economic Area or Isle of Man. 
 
Notes 
 
A leaflet on how to fill in this form is available from the Office.  If you would like a copy of the leaflet it is available on our website at 
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/fact01.pdf or alternatively you could telephone 0300 300 2000 or send an email to information@ipo.gov.uk to request 
a copy. 
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(REV SEPT14)                  Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office       Patents Form 9A 

Concept 
House 
Cardiff Road 
Newport 

  
  

 

 
    
    
 
 
 
 
Patents Form 9A 
Patents Act 1977 (Rule 27) 
 
Request for search 
(See the notes on the back of this form) 
 
 
1 Your reference (optional): EZ17-001 1 mark 

2 Patent application number (e.g. GB7654321.0): 
  

 

3 Full name of the applicant 
 or of each applicant: 

Driveways Always Limited 1 mark 

4 Is this request for (please tick one box): 
 
 a)  A search under Section 17(1) for an  
  international application which has  
  been searched in the international 
  phase? (See note (g)) 
 
 b)  A search under Section 17(1) for 
  any other application?  
       
 c) A supplementary search under   
  Section 17(8)?  
      
 d) A search of a further invention 
  under Section 17(6)?  
       
                (See note (c) for help choosing which search you require) 

 
If your answer is (d), identify which invention 
you would like to be searched by referring to the 
claims to be searched 
(See note (d)). 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

   1 mark 
 
 

  
 
 

  

5 If you wish to opt in to receive a paper copy of  
 any patent document cited in the search report 
 please tick the box. 

(we will automatically send you a paper copy of any cited 
non-patent document see note (e)) 
 

1 mark  
 

 

6 Are you paying the application fee with this                                                  
form?  
(See note (f)) 
     

1 mark 
YES   NO      

7 (please see note (h)) 

 
     
 

 
Signature        Date       
                                                    [date exam sat or 
20 Jan 2017] 

8 Name, e-mail address, telephone, fax and/or 
 mobile number, if any, of a contact point for the 
 applicant 

Charles Bronson 
CBronson@EZ.com 

1 mark for boxes 7 and 8 
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(REV AUG10)                       Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office                    Patents Form 7 
 

Patents Form 7 
Patents Act 1977 (Rule 10) 
 
Statement of inventorship and of right to grant of a patent  
  
   
   

Notes 
 
a) If you need help to fill in this form or you have any questions, please contact the Office on  
 0300 300 2000. 
 
b) Write your answers in capital letters using black ink or you may type them. 
 
c) If there are more than three inventors, please write the names and addresses of the other inventors on 
 the back of another Patents Form 7 and attach it to this form. 
 
d) Once you have filled in the form remember to sign and date it. 
 

1. Your reference EZ17-001 1 mark 

2. Patent application number 
           (if you know it) 

[leave blank] 

3. Full name of the or of each applicant Driveways Always Limited 1 mark 

4. Title of the invention Paving Slab 1 mark 

5. State how the applicant(s) derived the right from 
the inventor(s) to be granted a patent 

By assignment dated 16 November 2016 1 mark 

6. How many, if any, additional Patents Forms 7 
are attached to this form? 
(see note (c)) 

 

      

7.  I/We believe that the person(s) named over the 
page (and on any extra copies of this form) is/are the 
inventor(s) of the invention which the above patent 
application relates to. 
 
Signature                                     Date 
                                              [date exam sat or 20 
Jan 2017] 

8. Name, e-mail address, telephone, fax and/or 
          mobile number, if any, of a contact point for the  
          applicant. 

Charles Bronson 
CBronson@EZ.com 
 

1 mark for boxes 7 and 8 

Concept 
House 
Cardiff 

 
 
 
 

  
 



(REV AUG10)                                           Patents Form 7 
 

 
 
Enter the full names, addresses and postcodes of the 
Inventors in the boxes and underline the surnames 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder 
 
Have you signed the form? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lucinda Stone 
c/o Driveways Always Limited 
54 Sandy Lane 
Nottingham 
NG1 5GR 
 

1 mark 

Patents ADP number (if you know it)       

      

Patents ADP number (if you know it)       

      

Patents ADP number (if you know it)       



Further applicants are indicated on a continuation sheet.

State (that is, country) of nationality: State (that is, country) of residence:

Name and address:

International application No. International filing date (day/month/year)

Applicant’s or agent’s file reference

(Earliest) Priority date (day/month/year)

Box No. II APPLICANT(S)

Box No. I IDENTIFICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION

Title of invention

Name and address:

State (that is, country) of nationality: State (that is, country) of residence:

See Notes to the demand formForm PCT/IPEA/401 (first sheet) (July 2015)

For International Preliminary Examining Authority use only

Date of receipt of DEMANDIdentification of IPEA

PCT
DEMAND

under Article 31 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty:
The undersigned requests that the international application specified below be the subject of

international preliminary examination according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

CHAPTER II

IPEA/

(Family name followed by given name;  for a legal entity, full official designation.
The address must include postal code and name of country.)

(Family name followed by given name;  for a legal entity, full official designation.  The address must include postal code and name of country.)

Telephone No.

 Applicant’s registration No. with the Office

Facsimile No.

E-mail authorization: Marking one of the check-boxes below authorizes the International Bureau and the International Preliminary Examining
Authority to use the e-mail address indicated in this Box to send notifications issued in respect of this international application if those offices
are willing to do so.

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________

as advance copies followed by paper notifications; or exclusively in electronic form (no paper notifications will be sent).

ICPA 2017 Mock Mark Scheme: Q9 

The demand must be filed directly with the competent International Preliminary Examining Authority or, if two or more Authorities are competent, 
with the one chosen by the applicant.  The full name or two-letter code of that Authority may be indicated by the applicant on the line below:

1

1

1

1

(not needed for mark but must be correct if entered) 1



Box No. III AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE;  OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE

Form PCT/IPEA/401 (second sheet) (July 2015) See Notes to the demand form

Sheet No.  . . .

The following person is agent common representative

and has been appointed earlier and represents the applicant(s) also for international preliminary examination.

is hereby appointed and any earlier appointment of (an) agent(s)/common representative is hereby revoked.

is hereby appointed, specifically for the procedure before the International Preliminary Examining Authority, in addition to
the agent(s)/common representative appointed earlier.

Name and address: (Family name followed by given name;  for a legal entity, full official designation.
The address must include postal code and name of country.)

Box  No. IV BASIS FOR INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION

Statement concerning amendments:*

1. The applicant wishes the international preliminary examination to start on the basis of:

the description as originally filed, or

as amended under Article 34

the sequence listing as originally filed, or

as amended under Article 34:

in the form of an Annex C/ST.25 text file

on paper or in the form of an image file

the claims as originally filed, or

as amended under Article 19, and/or

as amended under Article 34

the drawings as originally filed, or

as amended under Article 34

2. The applicant wishes any amendment to the claims under Article 19 to be considered as reversed.
3. Where the IPEA wishes to start the international preliminary examination at the same time as the international search in

accordance with Rule 69.1(b), the applicant requests the IPEA to postpone the start of the international preliminary
examination until the expiration of the applicable time limit under Rule 69.1(d).

4. The applicant expressly wishes the international preliminary examination to start earlier than at the expiration of the applicable
time limit under Rule 54bis.1(a).

* Where no check-box is marked, international preliminary examination will start on the basis of the international application
as originally filed or, where a copy of amendments to the claims under Article 19  and/or amendments of the international application
under Article 34 are received by the International Preliminary Examining Authority before it has begun to draw up a written opinion
or the international preliminary examination report, as so amended.

Box  No. V ELECTION OF STATES

The filing of this demand constitutes the election of all Contracting States which are designated and are bound by Chapter II of the PCT.

Address for correspondence:  Mark this check-box where no agent or common representative is/has been appointed and the
space above is used instead to indicate a special address to which correspondence should be sent.

Telephone No.

 Agent’s registration No. with the Office

Facsimile No.

International application No.

Language for the purposes of international preliminary examination: _______________________________________________

which is the language in which the international application was filed.

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search.

which is the language of publication of the international application.

which is the language of the translation (to be) furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination.

E-mail authorization: Marking one of the check-boxes below authorizes the International Bureau and the International Preliminary Examining
Authority to use the e-mail address indicated in this Box to send notifications issued in respect of this international application if those offices
are willing to do so.

E-mail address: ___________________________________________________________________________
as advance copies followed by paper notifications; or exclusively in electronic form (no paper notifications will be sent).

(if any)

(if any)

2

1

1

1

1

1

(Address must include country to get the mark)



Box No. VI CHECK LIST

Demand received from IPEA on:

For International Bureau use only

Form PCT/IPEA/401 (last sheet) (July 2015) See Notes to the demand form

Sheet No.  . . .

Next to each signature, indicate the name of the person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not obvious from reading the demand).

Box No. VII SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, AGENT  OR  COMMON REPRESENTATIVE

For International Preliminary Examining Authority use only

1. Date of actual receipt of DEMAND:

The date of receipt of the demand is AFTER the
expiration of 19 months from the priority date and
item 4 or 5, below, does not apply.

2. Adjusted date of receipt of demand due
to CORRECTIONS  under Rule 60.1(b):

3.

4.

5. Although the date of receipt of the demand is after the
expiration of 19 months from the priority date, the
delay in arrival is EXCUSED pursuant to Rule 82.

The date of receipt of the demand is WITHIN the time
limit of 19 months from the priority date as extended
by virtue of Rule 80.5.

The applicant has been informed accordingly.

received   not received

For International Preliminary
Examining Authority use only

The demand is accompanied by the following elements, in the language referred to in
Box No. IV, for the purposes of international preliminary examination:

1. translation of international application : sheets

2. amendments under Article 34 : sheets

3. letter accompanying the amendments
under Article 34 (Rule 66.8) : sheets

4. copy (or, where required, translation) of
amendments under Article 19 : sheets

5. copy of the letter accompanying the amendments
under Article 19 (Rules 46.5(b) and 53.9) : sheets

6. copy (or, where applicable, translation) of any
statement under Article 19 (Rule 62.1(ii)) : sheets

7. other (specify) : sheets

The demand is also accompanied by the item(s) marked below:

1. fee calculation sheet

2. original separate power of attorney

3. original general power of attorney

4. copy of general power of attorney;
reference number, if any:

5. sequence listing in the form of an Annex C/ST.25 text file

6. other (specify): _____________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

International application No.

The date of receipt of the demand is AFTER the
expiration of the time limit under Rule 54bis.1(a)  and
item 7 or 8, below, does not apply.

6.

7.

8. Although the date of receipt of the demand is after the
expiration of the time limit under Rule 54bis.1(a), the
delay in arrival is EXCUSED pursuant to Rule 82.

The date of receipt of the demand is WITHIN the time
limit under Rule 54bis.1(a) as extended by virtue of
Rule 80.5.

1

1
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