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Patent Administrators Course 2010/2011 

Final Exam 28th April 2011 
 

(1)  You are employed as a Patent Administrator by the firm of Milton & Keynes LLP.  The 

  attorney you work for has asked you to prepare a UK patent application, as set out in the 

  internal memo and client’s letter in Annex A below.  Please complete the accompanying 

  Patents Forms 1, 9A and 7 according to those instructions.       

                      (15 marks) 

(2)  The application in Question 1 was duly filed on 3rd May 2011 and has received the 

  application number GB112345.6. 

 

  a)  By what date must the abstract be filed?  Show your calculations.   (3 marks) 

 

  b)  By when must the Request for Substantive Examination (Patents Form 10) be filed? 

                      (2 marks) 

 

  c)  When would you file the Patents Form 10 if you wished to obtain combined search 

    and examination?              (1 mark) 

 

A2.    

(a)  12 months                   (1 mark) 

from the [earliest] priority date[= the filing date in this case]      (1 mark) 

= 3rd May 2012 [a Thursday]              (1 mark) 

(b)  6 months                  (1 mark) 

  From publication of the application [“A” publication]         (1 mark) 

(c)  Together with the request for search [PF 9A]          (1 mark) 

 

(3)  On 1st June 2011, the client of Questions 1 and 2 sold the patent application to 

  Housebuilders plc, of 99 Winter Road, Luton, LU1 2BB. 

  You are provided with Patents Forms 20 and 21.  Complete the appropriate Form ready for 

  signature.  The Form is to be filed without a copy of the sale agreement.  Indicate which 

  company will be the signatory.              (5 marks) 

 

A3.  1 mark for correct choice of signatory [The Bedford Brick Company Limited, as Assignor.  

Note Milton & Keynes may also act as signatory, if they are acting on behalf of all parties, 

and so indicate on the form].  Otherwise 0.5 mark deduction [from the remaining 4 marks] 

for each mistake or omission.  0 mark for whole question if wrong form chosen. 

 

(4)  The Intellectual Property office issued a preliminary examination report setting a date of 3rd  

  August 2012 for filing formal (“replacement”) drawings on the application above.  This client 



Page 2 of 14 
 

  requires you to seek prior authorisation before incurring significant costs, but is often slow 

  to respond to your reminders.  How would you obtain an automatic extension of time for 

  filing the formal drawings?  What will be the new date for filing them?    (4 marks) 

 

A4.  File a written request [no marks for saying use PF52]        (1 mark) 

  Within the extended term              (1 mark) 

  Of extra two months                 (1 mark) 

= 3rd October 2012 [Wednesday]            (1 mark) 

 

 

(5)  What do each of the codes X, Y and A mean in relation to categories of documents cited in a 

  search report on a UK patent application?          (3 marks) 

 

A5.  An “X” against a document means that it indicates a lack of novelty or of inventive step on 

its own,                   (1 mark) 

a “Y” means that it indicates a lack of inventive step if combined with another document in 

the search report marked with a “Y”; and           (1 mark) 

an “A” means that the document gives technological background and/or state of the art. 

                    (1 mark) 

 

(6)  A European Patent Application, claiming priority from a Japanese application of 9th March 

  2010 is filed on 7 March 2011 with a specification in Japanese. 

a)  Into what language must the specification be translated?     (1 mark) 

 

b)  What is the normal time limit for supplying the translation?  Show your calculation 

  of the date.                (3 marks) 

 

A6.  (a)   English, French or German            (1 mark) 

(b)   Two months from filing             (1 mark) 

7th March 2011 + 2 Months = 7th May 2011         (1 mark) 

a Saturday, time extended to Monday 9th May 2011      (1 mark) 

 

(7)  You have received a communication from the EPO, reproduced below. 

 

   a)   Calculate the response date.  Show your reasoning.      (3 marks) 

 

   b)  What needs to be done in the response?        (5 marks) 

 

A7.  (a)  28th January 2011  
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+ 10 days = 7th February 2011          (1 mark) 

     + 1 month               (1 mark) 

     = 7th March 2011 [a Monday]          (1 mark) 

   (b)   File amendments and/or          (1 mark) 

     make comments on             (1 mark) 

     the objections raised in the WO‐ISA 

 Pay the claims fees due            (1 mark) 

for any claims after the 15th           (1 mark) 

remaining after any amendment as above      (1 mark) 



Page 4 of 14 
 

 

 

Question 7 
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  Question 7 
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(8)  On 18th February 2011, you filed a European Divisional Application derived from a European 

  Patent Application filed on 8th July 2009 and claiming priority of 11th September 2008.  This is 

  also the priority date claimed by the Divisional Application. 

 

  When is the first renewal fee payable for the Divisional Application? Give your reasons. 

                    (5 marks) 

 

A8.   2 Years                   (1 mark) 

from the filing date of the Parent Application.          (1 mark) 

8th July 2009 + 2 Years = 8th July 2011             (1 mark) 

Payable at the end of the month = 31st July 2011         (1 mark) 

A Sunday.  Term extended Monday 1st August 2011        (1 mark) 

       

(9)  You have received a communication from the EPO, reproduced below. 

 

   a)   Calculate the response date and show your reasoning.      (6 marks) 

   b)  What needs to be done in the response? 

     (You do not need to consider amendments)        (3 marks) 

 

A9.   

(a)  3rd February 2011                (1 mark) 

  Plus 10 days                   (1 mark) 

= 13th February 2011                (1 mark) 

  Plus 4 months                   (1 mark) 

  = 13th June 2011                (1 mark) 

  Which is Whit Monday, so response due 14th June 2011        (1 mark) 

 

(b)  Pay the grant and publishing fee            (1 mark) 

  File translation of the claims              (1 mark) 

  into French and German              (1 mark) 

  [No extra claims fees due]. 
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Question 9 
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Question 9 
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 Question 9 
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 (10)  A European Patent Application contains the following pages: 

  Request form  7 pages 

  Description  26 Pages 

  Drawings  5 Sheets 

  Claims    4 pages 

  Abstract  1 Page. 

  Is an additional fee payable?             

  Give your reasons.                (2.5 marks) 

 

A10.  Yes.                    (0.5 marks) 

Additional fee is payable if the application has more than 35 Pages    (1 mark) 

Pages to be counted are Description, Drawings, Claims and Abstract — 36 Pages. 

                    (1 mark) 

 

(11)   Who may apply for: 

 

   (i)   A UK Patent 

(ii)   A European Patent 

  (iii)   A PCT Application?              (3 marks) 

 

A11.  (i) Anyone                (0.5 marks) 

  (ii) Anyone                (0.5 marks) 

(iii) A resident or national of a contracting state,       (1 mark) 

alone or with any other person.           (1 mark) 

 

(12)  What are the minimum requirements for a PCT application to obtain a filing date? 

                      (5 marks) 

 

A12.  The application must contain the following elements: 

(i)   An indication that it is intended as an international (i.e. PCT) application; 

(ii)  The designation of at least one Contracting State; 

(iii)   The name of the applicant, 

(iv)  A part which on its face appears to be a description; 

(v)  A part which on the face of it appears to a claim or claims.  (1 mark each) 

 

(13)   A PCT application is filed on 25th June 2010 at the UK IPO as Receiving Office claiming 

  priority of 27th June 2009. The ISR was issued on 27th February 2011. A Demand was filed on 

  27th April 2011 at the IB. What will happen?           (3 marks) 

  

A13.   The IB will forward the demand to the IPEA         (1 mark) 

which is the EPO.              (1 mark) 

The filing date will be maintained.          (1 mark) 
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(14)  In respect of the PCT application referred to in Question 13, what is the date for entering: 

 

  (i)  the European regional phase           

  (ii)  the US national phase? 

 

  Show your calculations.               (5 marks) 

 

A14.  (i)  31 months                (1 mark) 

    From priority                (1 mark) 

    = 27th January 2012 (Friday)            (1 mark) 

  (ii)  30 months                (1 mark) 

    From priority 

    = 27th December 2011 (Tuesday)          (1 mark) 

 

(15)  A negative written opinion is issued by the ISA in connection with a PCT Application.  No 

  “Demand” or response is filed.  What will happen?        (2.5 marks) 

 

A15.   A response is not essential.              (0.5 marks)   

An IPRP will be issued                 (1 mark) 

based on the written opinion.              (1 mark) 

 

(16)  A UK design application was filed on 22nd February 2011, claiming priority of a US design 

  patent application filed on 23rd August 2010.  Giving your reasons: 

 

a)  What is the latest date for answering all official objections against the application?  

                      (3 marks) 

 

b)  By when must you file a certified copy of the U.S. design application in support of 

    the priority claim?                (4 marks) 

 

c)  What is the latest date for paying the first renewal fee as of right, including  

    extensions of time?                (5 marks) 

 

A16.  (a)  12 months                 (1 mark) 

    From the UK filing date              (1 mark) 

    = 22nd February 2012 [a Wednesday]          (1 mark) 

  (b)  3 months                (1 mark) 

    from the UK filing date              (1 mark) 

    = 22nd May 2011              (1 mark) 

    A Sunday, so latest date is Monday 23rd May 2011      (1 mark) 
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  (c)  1st renewal date is 5 years            (1 mark) 

    from the UK filing date              (1 mark) 

    = 22nd February 2016              (1 mark) 

    + 6 months extension              (1 mark) 

    = 22nd August 2016 [a Tuesday]            (1 mark) 

 

(17)  What is a trade mark?                (2 marks) 

   

A17.  A {brand}/{sign}                 (1 mark) 

  Distinctive of {origin}/{the owner}             (1 mark) 

 

(18)  For each of the following, is VAT payable in a bill to a UK client? 

   

  a)  UK IPO fees 

  b)  Service charges in your office 

  c)  Overseas attorney fees 

  d)  Postage                 (2 marks) 

 

A18.  (a) N  (b) Y  (c) Y  (d) Y            (0.5 marks each) 

 

 

(19)  List four examples of what is required to be in place in a patent firm or department to meet 

  the “all due care” requirement for reinstatement of lost rights at the EPO.  (2 marks) 

 

A19.  Any reasonable answers accepted.  The notes mention (based on Board of Appeal caselaw): 

  1)  Detailed knowledge of the EPC and its interpretation 

  2)  Availability of relevant literature, e.g. OJEPO 

3)  Such office systems as are capable of ensuring that failure to adhere to time limits 

shall not occur 

4)  Reasonable care in the choice of employees 

5)  Instruction of employees in detail as to their duties 

6)  Regular supervision of employees to ensure their duties are performed correctly. 

 

 

(20)  Which of the following time limits: 

 

a)   are set by officials such as Patent Examiners  

b)  Run from other events in the application or registration process? 

 

i. Supplying an address for service to the UK IPO where this is required 

ii. Claiming priority under the Paris Convention 

iii. Paying the publication fee on a UK design application 

iv. Paying an additional search fee to the ISA in a PCT application    (2 marks) 
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A20.  (a)   i., iv.  (b)   ii., iii.            (0.5 marks each) 

 

Annex A 

Milton & Keynes Internal Memorandum 

Tel. 01485 209 115 

Fax 01485 209 116 

Email: enquiries@mandk.eu 

Case ref. AIP‐11‐04 

Dear Administrator, 

 

New UK Patent Application “House Brick” 

Please prepare the forms for filing a UK patent application, the first filing for this invention.  Please 

use the information in the attached letter from the client. 

To save time and minimise costs, the application should be filed with informal drawings, 

inventorship details and a search request, but no request for substantive examination at this stage.  I 

have prepared a description and claims, but the abstract will be prepared and filed later. 

Please prepare the necessary forms for fax filing on 3rd May 2011.  The fee sheet will be prepared by 

the accounts department. 

The inventor is: 

Luigi Borgia 

21 Amberley Gardens 

Kempston 

Bedford 

MK6 9JR 

 

He is an employee of The Bedford Brick Company Limited, and the statement of inventorship should 

therefore read, “By virtue of employment of the Inventor by the Applicant and by virtue of S.39(1).” 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Alf Pangloss 
 
Alfred Pangloss  

CPA EPA 



The Bedford Brick Company Limited – Fletton Works – Brickhill Road – Sandy – Bedfordshire – LU20 6BN 
Registered in England No. 1122112 ‐ Tel  01485 222 111 – Fax 01485 222 121 – email mail@theotherbbc.co.uk 

 

Alfred Pangloss 

Milton & Keynes 

200 Midsummer Boulevard  

Bedford 

MK14 3JJ 

24th April 2011 

Dear Alf, 

 

Thank you for your letter of 28th February 2011. 

 

I have finally had the chance to review the draft patent specification, and it looks absolutely fine.  It 

always amazes me how you chaps manage to write so much about such simple ideas.  Sixteen pages 

of description, indeed.  The two pages of claims really do seem to have captured the essence of the 

invention and its main advantages.  You assured me on the phone that the three sheets of sketch 

drawings can be tidied up later, ready for official publication.  In view of this, they are likewise OK. 

 

We are exhibiting the bricks concerned at the National Building Materials Show in Birmingham on 4th 

May 2011.  However, please hold off filing until near to close of business on 3rd May 2011, in case we 

have any last minute afterthoughts. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Stuart Tudorby 
Stuart Tudorby 

Managing Director 

The Bedford Brick Company Limited 
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(REV NOV10)                  Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office       Patents Form 1 

Concept House
Cardiff Road

Newport
South Wales

NP10 8QQ

 
 
 

 
Patents Form 1 
Patents Act 1977 (Rule 12) 
 
Request for grant of a patent 
(An explanatory leaflet on how to fill in this form is available from the office) 
 

Application number GB 
 

1 Your reference: 
 (optional) 

AIP-11-04 

2 Full name, address and postcode of the applicant 
or of each applicant (underline all surnames): 

 
The name(s) and address(es) provided here 
will be published as part of the application 
process (see warning note below) 

 

THE BEDFORD BRICK COMPANY LIMITED 
Fletton Works 
Brickhill Road 
Sandy 
Bedfordshire LU20 6BN 
United Kingdom 

Patents ADP number (if you know it):       

3 Title of the invention: HOUSE BRICK 

4 Name of your agent (if you have one): MILTON & KEYNES LLP 

“Address for service” to which all correspondence 
should be sent (including postcode). This may be in 
the European Economic area or Channel Islands:  
(see warning note below)  
 

MILTON & KEYNES LLP 
200 Midsummer Boulevard 
Bedford MK14 3JJ 
United Kingdom 

 Patents ADP number (if you know it):       

5 Priority declaration: Are you claiming  
 priority from one or more earlier-filed  
 patent applications?  If so, please give  
 details of the application(s): 

Country 

 

 

      

Application number 

(if you know it) 

 

      

Date of filing 

(day / month / year) 

 

      

6 Divisionals etc:  Is this application a divisional 
application, or being made following resolution of 
an entitlement dispute about an earlier 
application?  If so, please give the application 
number and filing date of the earlier application: 

Number of earlier UK 
application 

 

      

Date of filing 

(day / month / year) 
 

      

7 Inventorship:  (Inventors must be individuals not 
companies) 

 
 Are all the applicants named above also 

inventors? 
 
 
 If yes, are there any other inventors? 

(Please tick the appropriate boxes) 
 
 
 YES    NO    
 
 
 
 YES    NO    

8 Are you paying the application fee with this form?  
 YES    NO    



 
Patents Form 1 
 

(REV NOV10)                                   Patents Form 1 

9 Accompanying documents: 
 please enter the number of pages of 

each item accompanying this form: 

 

 Continuation sheets of this form: - 

 Description: 16 

 Claim(s): 2 

 Abstract: - 

 Drawing(s): 3 

 If you are not filing a description, please 
 give details of the previous application 
 you are going to rely upon: 

Country 
 
 
      

Application number 
 
 

      

Date of filing 
(day / month / year) 

 
      

10 If you are also filing any of the following, 
 state how many against each item. 

 

 Priority documents: - 

Statement of inventorship and right 
to grant of a patent (Patents Form 7): 

 

1 

Request for search (Patents Form 9A): 1 

 Request for substantive examination 
 (Patents Form 10): 

 

- 

Any other documents:(please specify) - 

11 I/We request the grant of a patent on the basis of this application. 
 
 Signature(s): Date: 03/05/2011 
                                 Milton & Keynes LLP 

12 Name, e-mail address, telephone, 
 fax and/or mobile number, if any, 
 of a contact point for the applicant: 

Alfred Pangloss 01485209115 
enquiries@mank.eu 

 
Warning 
 
After an application for a patent has been filed, the Comptroller will consider whether publication or communication of the invention should 
be prohibited or restricted under section 22 of the Patents Act 1977. You will be informed if it is necessary to prohibit or restrict your 
invention in this way. Furthermore, if you are resident in the United Kingdom and your application contains information which relates to 
military technology, or would be prejudicial to national security or the safety of the public, section 23 of the Patents Act 1977 prohibits you 
from applying for a patent abroad without first getting written permission from the Office unless an application has been filed at least 6 
weeks beforehand in the United Kingdom for a patent for the same invention and either no direction prohibiting publication or 
communication has been given, or any such direction has been revoked. Until such time or until the revocation of any direction, for any such 
application the address for service referred to at part 4 above must be in the United Kingdom. 
 
In all other cases, the name of the applicant will be published shortly after filing, together with the title of the invention. Later, when the whole 
application is published, most information and documents filed in relation to the application will become publicly available. The name and 
address of the applicant will be published on our website and may appear in external search engine results. You should provide a 
business or PO Box address if you do not want your home address published.   
 
Although you may have an address for service in the Channel Islands, any agent instructed to act for you must reside or have a place of 
business in the European Economic Area or Isle of Man. 
 
Notes 
 
A leaflet on how to fill in this form is available from the Office.  If you would like a copy of the leaflet it is available on our website at 
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/fact01.pdf or alternatively you could telephone 0300 300 2000 or send an email to information@ipo.gov.uk to request 
a copy. 



 

(REV AUG10)                       Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office                    Patents Form 7 
 

   
 
    
    

Patents Form 7 
Patents Act 1977 (Rule 10) 
 
Statement of inventorship and of right to grant of a patent  
  
   
   

Notes 
 
a) If you need help to fill in this form or you have any questions, please contact the Office on  
 0300 300 2000. 
 
b) Write your answers in capital letters using black ink or you may type them. 
 
c) If there are more than three inventors, please write the names and addresses of the other inventors on 
 the back of another Patents Form 7 and attach it to this form. 
 
d) Once you have filled in the form remember to sign and date it. 
 

1. Your reference AIP-11-04 

2. Patent application number 
           (if you know it) 

      

3. Full name of the or of each applicant THE BEDFORD BRICK COMPANY LIMITED 

4. Title of the invention HOUSE BRICK 

5. State how the applicant(s) derived the right from 
the inventor(s) to be granted a patent 

By virtue of employment of the Inventor by the 
Applicant and by virtue of Section 39(1). 

6. How many, if any, additional Patents Forms 7 
are attached to this form? 
(see note (c)) 

 

None 

7.  I/We believe that the person(s) named over the 
page (and on any extra copies of this form) is/are the 
inventor(s) of the invention which the above patent 
application relates to. 
 
Signature                                     Date 03/05/2011 
               Milton & Keynes LLP 

8. Name, e-mail address, telephone, fax and/or 
          mobile number, if any, of a contact point for the  
          applicant. 

Alfred Pangloss 01485209115 
enquiries@mank.eu 

Concept House
Cardiff Road

Newport
South Wales

NP10 8QQ
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Enter the full names, addresses and postcodes of the 
Inventors in the boxes and underline the surnames 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder 
 
Have you signed the form? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luigi Borgia 
21 Amberley Gardens 
Kempston 
Bedford MK6 9JR 
United Kingdom 

Patents ADP number (if you know it)       

      

Patents ADP number (if you know it)       

      

Patents ADP number (if you know it)       
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Patents Form 9A 
Patents Act 1977 (Rule 27) 
 
Request for search 
(See the notes on the back of this form) 
 
 

1 Your reference: AIP-11-04 

2 Patent application number: 
 (If you know it) 

      

3 Full name of the applicant 
 or of each applicant: 

THE BEDFORD BRICK COMPANY LIMITED 

4 Is this request for: 
 
 a)  A search under Section 17(1) for an  
  international application which has  
  been searched in the international 
  phase? (See note (g)) 
 
 b)  A search under Section 17(1) for 
  any other application?  
       
 c) A supplementary search under   
  Section 17(8)?  
      
 d) A search of a further invention 
  under Section 17(6)?  
       
                (See note (c) for help choosing which search you require) 
 
                (Answer this question by writing (a), (b), (c) or (d)) 
 If your answer is (d), identify the invention 
 to be searched by referring to the claims  
 (See note (d)).  

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
      
 
 
      

 
 
YES   NO     

5 Do you want extra copies of any  
 documents cited in the search report?  
 (see note (e))  
 
 
 If YES state how many and remember to 
 pay the extra fee. 

 
      
 

6 Are you paying the application fee with this          
form?  

                (See note (f))     

 
YES   NO      

7 Do you consent to us sharing the results of any 
search with other patent offices, on a 
confidential basis, before your application is 
published?  

                (See note (h))     

 
YES   NO      

8   
  

 
Signature   Date 03/05/2011 
               Milton & Keynes LLP 

9 Name, e-mail address, telephone, fax and/or 
 mobile number, if any, of a contact point for the 
 applicant 

Alfred Pangloss 01485209115 
enquiries@mank.eu 
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Notes 
 
a) If you need help to fill in this form or you have any questions, please contact the Office on  
 0300 300 2000 
 
b) Write your answers in capital letters using black ink or you may type them. 
 
c) Identifying the type of search you require: 
 
 Option a) choose this option if your application is a PCT application 
 
 Option b) choose this option if your application is a UK national application, and this is the first search 

  you have requested for your application. 
 
 Option c) this option is used if you have already had a search done but the invention as defined in the 

  claims in your application has shifted in such a way that the invention defined in the new  
  claims was not covered by the original search.  This can happen when you have amended  
  or corrected your claims.  An examiner will tell you if you need to request a supplementary  
  search. 

 
 Option d) sometimes an examiner will tell you that your claims relate to more than one invention.  In  

  such circumstances the examiner will only search the first invention of the claims.  If you  
  wish other inventions to be searched you should use this option, filing a separate form with 
  this option ticked for each invention you wish to be searched.  You should also indicate on  
  the form(s) the claims relating to the invention to be searched.  You will need to pay a fee for 
  each further invention to be searched. 

 
d) If you do not identify an invention, the second invention specified in the search report previously made 

under Section 17(5) will be searched. 
 
e) The Public administration section of UK Copyright legislation allows the Office to send you one copy of 

any documents cited in the search report or during the substantive examination process.  You may 
order extra sets of documents by paying an additional administrative fee for each extra set, this fee will 
not be refunded if no documents are cited.  All copies of citations supplied by the Office must be used 
for the sole purpose of processing the patent application.  

 
f) Before your application is searched you must pay an application fee.  If you have not already paid this 

fee you can do so when filing this form.  The application fee is in addition to the search fee required 
with this form.  For details of the fees and ways to pay them, please contact the Office. 

 
g) For details of the fee payable with this form when requesting a search for an application that has 

already been searched in the international phase please contact the Office.   
 
h) In order to promote efficient and high quality patent processing internationally, we are cooperating with other 

patent offices to share the results of searches.  We are obliged to provide some information before 
publication to the European Patent Office.  However, we may receive a request from another patent office 
for the details of the search we have carried out and, if this is prior to publication of your application, we 
could not provide those details without your consent.  Any sharing will be carried out on a confidential basis 
and the results will not become publicly available through the other patent office before publication takes 
place in the UK. 

     
i) Once you have filled in this form remember to sign and date it. 
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