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Question 1:

Any applications intended to claim priority from an earlier filed application should 

be placed on file within 12 months from the filing date of the earlier filed 

application.  However, it is possible to add the priority claim to the application by 

16 months from the earliest priority date.
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90%72
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Question 2:

- By filing a United Kingdom (GB) national application filed at the UKIPO

- By filing an international (PCT) application and entering the national phase

in the United Kingdom

- By filing a European patent at the EPO and validating it in the United 

Kingdom
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Question 3:

a)  As the client has instructed for the filing of this priority-claiming application 

after the expiry of the convention period, they would need to file a request for 

restoration of priority and give valid reasoning as to why the application could not

be filed by the original convention deadline.

 

b)  There is a 12-month period from the filing date of the first-filed application to 

file any convention applications.

Filing date = 28 December 2020 + 12 months = 28 December 2021
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Question 4:

a)  The deadline for requesting a search on the divisional patent application is 

the later of 2 months from the divisional filing date or the prescribed period from 

the parent application. The prescribed period of the parent application would be 

12 months from the filing date (as there is no priority claim).

Divisional filing date = 11 January 2022 + 2 months = Friday 11 March 2022

Parent filing date = 14 October 2021 + 12 months = Friday 14 October 2022

As Friday 14 October 2022 is the later of the two calculated dates, this is the 

deadline.

 

b)  The PF7 should have been filed at the UKIPO at the time of filing the 

divisional application and therefore should have been filed on Tuesday 11 

January 2022.
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Question 5:

The formal drawings should be filed within 15 months of the filing date (as there 

is no priority present).

Filing date = 12 May 2021 + 15 months = Friday 12 August 2022

Therefore the deadline to file the formal drawings is Friday 12 August 2022.

 MARKS AWARDED: 2/2
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Question 6:

- Indication that an international (PCT) application is sought

- Applicant’s contact details sufficient enough for the Official Office to 

contact them

- A description

- A set of claims
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Question 7:

a)  The international phase ends at 30 months from the earliest priority date.

Priority date = 28 July 2019 + 30 months = Friday 28 January 2022

Therefore the international phase ends on Friday 28 January 2022.

 

b)  The deadline to enter the European regional phase is 31 months from the 

earliest priority date.

Priority date = 28 July 2019 + 31 months = Monday 28 February 2022

Therefore the deadline to enter the European regional phase is Monday 28 

February 2022.

 

c)  The first renewal is payable based on the 2nd anniversary of the international 

filing date, up until the end of the month.  Further annuities are also calculated 

based on the international filing date.

International filing date = 17 May 2020 + 2 years = 17 May 2022

17 May 2022 + end of month = Tuesday 31 May 2022

Therefore the deadline to pay the first renewal fee is Tuesday 31 May 2022.
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Question 8:

The deadline to file a Notice of Opposition is 9 months from the grant date of the 

European patent.

Grant date = 10 May 2021 + 9 months = Thursday 10 February 2022

Therefore the deadline to file the Notice of Opposition is Thursday 10 February 

2022.
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Question 9:

a)  The GB1 application needs to be in order by the compliance date.  The 

compliance date is calculated as the later of 4 years and 6 months from the 

earliest priority or 12 months from the mailing date of the first examination report.

Priority date = 11 September 2017 + 4 years and 6 months = Friday 11 March 

2022

Mailing date of exam report = 20 October 2021 + 12 months = Thursday 20 

October 2022

As Thursday 20 October 2022 is the later of the two calculated dates, this is the 

deadline.

 

b)  There is a 2-month extension of time available as of right in respect of the 

compliance period.  In order to request this extension of time a form PF52 should

be filed and pay the extension fee.

Deadline = 20 October 2022 + 2 months = Tuesday 20 December 2022

Therefore the extended compliance deadline will be Tuesday 20 December 

2022.
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Question 10:

Examination must be requested within 6 months from the publication of the 

search report.

Publication of search report = 9 September 2021 + 6 months = Wednesday 9 

March 2022

Therefore the deadline to request examination is Wednesday 9 March 2022.
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Question 11:

a)  The standard response deadline of a Rule 71(3) communication is 4 months 

from the notification date of the communication.  As the deadline is calculated 

based on the notification date, the 10-day rule applies.  There is a further 2-

month extension of time available on request.

Notification date = 24 November 2021 + 10 days = 4 December 2021

4 December 2021 + 6 months = Saturday 4 June 2022

As 4 June 2022 falls on a weekend and there is an office closure on Whit 

Monday, this deadline will roll to the next working day and therefore the deadline 

will be Tuesday 7 June 2022.

 

b)  If this communication is not responded to, the EPO will issue a Notice of Loss

of Rights.  It is possible to request further processing within 2 months of the 

mailing date of the Loss of Rights (and the 10 day rule applies).  They must 

request further processing in writing, complete the omitted act, i.e. respond to the

Rule 71(3) communication and pay the further processing fee, which in this 

instance will be 50% of the grant and printing fees payable.

 MARKS AWARDED: 6/7
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Question 12:

The deadline to file the grounds of appeal is 4 months from the notification date 

of the Decision to Refuse.  As this deadline is calculated based on the 

notification date, the 10-day rule applies.

Notification date = 20 December 2021 + 10 days = 30 December 2021

30 December 2021 + 4 months = Saturday 30 April 2022

As 30 April 2022 falls on a weekend, this deadline will move to the next working 

day which is Monday 2 May 2022.
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Question 13:

a)  Renewal fees are payable annually for a European patent from the 3rd year 

(2nd anniversary) from the filing date, payable up until the end of the month.

Filing date = 5 June 2018 + 2 years = 5 June 2020 = First renewal

Therefore the next renewal due in 2022 is due on:

5 June 2022 + end of month = Thursday 30 June 2022

Therefore the deadline to pay the next renewal fee is Thursday 30 June 2022.

 

b)  Once a European patent has granted, renewal fees become payable to each 

of the national offices in which it has been validated in.   Therefore in this case, 

as the renewal fees are payable after the grant date of the European patent, the 

renewal fees are payable each to the official offices for the United Kingdom, 

France and Germany.
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Question 14:

- Pay the application fee

- A representation of the design

- Applicant’s name and address
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Question 15:

The maximum term of protection for UK registered design is 25 years from the 

filing date.
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Question 16:

a)  Renewal fees are payable annually from the 5th year (4th anniversary) of the 

filing date, payable up until the end of the month.  Subsequent renewals are 

payable on the anniversary of the filing date, up until the end of the month.

Renewals are only payable on granted patents.

Filing date = 31 August 2017 + 4 years = 31 August 2021= First renewal

As the next renewal will be paid in 2022, the next renewal date is

31 August 2022 (already at the end of the month)

There is a one month grace period available without a surcharge.

31 August 2022 + 1 month = 30 September 2022 (end of month)

Therefore the next date to pay the renewal without incurring a surcharge is 

Friday 30 September 2022.

 

b)  There is a 6-month grace period available with a surcharge.

Renewal date = 31 August 2022 + 6 months = 28 February 2023 (end of month)

Therefore the final extended deadline to pay the renewal including a surcharge is

Tuesday 28 February 2023.
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Question 17:

See form
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Question 18:

a)  Excess claims fees are payable for each claim over 25. As there are 27 

claims in the application, there are excess claims fees payable for 2 claims (27-

25=2).

 

b)  Excess pages fees are payable for each description page over 35.  As there 

are 40 pages of description pages, there are excess page fees payable for 5 

pages. (40-35=5)

2
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