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Question 1

A Patent is a monopoly granted by the state, to an inventor, for a limited period of

time in exchange for full disclosure of an invention.
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Question 2

If all relevant renewal fees are duly paid, the term of protection in the UK for

a) A patent; is 20 years from filing date

b) A registered design; 25 years from filing date
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Question 3

Formal drawings can be filed 15 months from earliest priority date or filing date if 

no priority claimed.

This application has no priority, therefore;

FD: 18.01.22 + 15months = 18.04.23 (Tuesday)

a) The deadline for filing formal drawings is Tuesday 18.04.23

An abstract can be filed 12 months from earliest priority date or 2 months from 

filing date.

This application has no priority, therefore;

FD: 18.01.22 + 2 months = 18.03.22 (Friday)

b) The deadline for filing the abstract is Friday 18.03.22
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Question 4

Compliance period for GB applications is 4.5 years from filing date or 12 months 

from date of examination report, whichever is the later.  A GB divisional 

application must be filed 3 months before the expiry of the compliance period 

FD: 29.09.2018 +4.5years = 29.03.2023 (Wednesday)

Exam report DD: 14.03.22 +12months = 14.03.23 (Tuesday)

(The compliance period therefore expires Wednesday 29.03.23 as this is later 

than the 12month examination report term.)

29.03.23 -3months = Thursday 29.12.22 (UKIPO is opened for business on this 

day)

Deadline for filing a divisional is Thursday 29.12.22.
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Question 5

Responses to examination reports on GB applications can be extended as of 

right by 2 months retrospectively.

Response deadline: 05.12.22 +2months = Sunday 05.02.23, the deadline will 

automatically roll to next working day being, Monday 06.02.23

a) The latest date for response is Monday 06.02.23 without needing to rely 

on the discretion of the UK IPO.

b) A response must be filed together with a request for a two month 

extension and payment of the official fee for extension.
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Question 7

Official languages of the EPO are the English, French and German.

As the International application filed at the EPO was in Spanish, the EPO will not 

be able to act as Receiving Office (RO) and so will forward the application to the 

International Bureau (IB).  The IB will act as the RO and will maintain the 

application filing date as when it was initially lodged with the EPO.
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Question 8

EP-Regional Phase deadline is 31 months from the earliest priority date to which 

the International application claimed.

PD: 10.06.2020 +31months = Tuesday 10.01.2023

The latest date for filing an EP regional phase is Tuesday 10.01.2023.
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Question 9

Demand deadline is 22 months from earliest priority or 3 months from date of 

ISR.

PD: 30.04.21 + 22months = Tuesday 28.02.2023

ISR/WO date: 06.10.2022 + 3months = 06.01.2023

 

The deadline for filing a demand is Tuesday 28.02.2023 as this is the later date.
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Question 10

A notice of opposition against a European Patent must be filed within 9 months 

of the date of grant.

Grant date: 16.11.2022 +9months = Wednesday 16.08.2023

The steps that must be taken by Wednesday 16.08.2023 are:-

1:File a notice of opposition at the EPO

2: File statement of grounds of opposition/arguments

3: Pay the official notice of opposition fee
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Question 11

EPO Notice of Decision to refuse benefits from 10 day rule to response term.  A 

Notice of Appeal must be filed within two months from the date of the notice of 

the Decision to refuse and the Grounds of Appeal must be filed within four 

months of the date of the notice of the Decision to Refuse.  The response term is

not extendable but Further Processing is available.

Notice of Appeal:

Date of notice of Decision to Refuse: 06.01.2023 + 10days = Monday 16.01.2023

16.01.2023 + 2Months = Thursday 16.03.2023

A Notice of Appeal must be filed by Thursday 16.03.2023

Grounds of Appeal

16.01.2023 + 4months = Tuesday 16.05.2023

Grounds of Appeal must be filed by Tuesday 16.05.2023

Further Processing is available
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Question 12

Renewal fees due 2nd anniversary of filing date, payable at the end of the month

04.01.2019 + 2years = 04.01.2021 3rd renewal fee due – payable 31.01.2021

04.01.2019 + 3years = 04.01.2022 4th renewal fee due – payable 31.01.2022

04.01.2019 + 4years = 04.01.2023 5th renewal fee due – payable 31.01.2023

a) final date for payment of the 2023 renewal fee is 31.01.2023

b) as the patent granted on the 19.01.2023, the renewal fee for the 5th

year will need to be paid to the national patent offices as to where the EP patent 

is to be validated.
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Question 13

Rule 71(3) communication benefits from 10 day rule to response term.

21.12.2022+10days = 31.12.2022 (Saturday),

31.12.2022 + 4months = 30.04.2023 (Sunday), this will automatically roll to next 

working day Monday 01.05.2023, BUT this is an EPO closure day so the final 

deadline then becomes Tuesday 02.05.2023.

To ensure the application is not deemed withdrawn, you will need to file a 

response disapproving the text to Rule 71(3) EPC with requested amendments, 

by the deadline of Tuesday 02.05.2023.
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Question 14

EPO communication under Article 94(3) EPC benefits from 10 day rule to 

response term and is extendable by 2 months upon request before expiry of the 

deadline.

29.08.2022 +10 days = 08.09.2022 (Thursday)

08.09.2022 +4months = 08.01.2023 (Sunday), automatically rolls to next working

day, Monday 09.01.2023

a) The non-extended deadline for filing a response is Monday 09.01.2023.

b) a request for a two month extension must be filed by Monday 

09.01.2023

29.08.2022 +10 days = 08.09.2022 (Thursday)

08.09.2022 +6months = 08.03.2023 (Wednesday), however, this is an EPO 

closure day so the deadline rolls to next working day, Thursday 09.03.2023.

c) the extended deadline for filing a response once a request for extension

is filed is Thursday 09.03.2023.
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Question 15

17.06.2022+6months = 17.12.2022 Saturday, automatically rolls over to next 

working day Monday 19.12.2022

a) the deadline for filing a response is Monday 19.12.2022

B) if no response is filed, you must file a request for further processing in 

response to EPO notice of loss of rights communication once issued, which sets 

a two month term for response including 10 day period, and file a response to the

search opinion to complete the omitted act and pay the further processing fee.
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Question 16

To file an EP divisional application, the parent must be still pending.

17.05.2023 -1day = 16.05.2023 Tuesday

The deadline for filing a divisional is Tuesday 16.05.2023.
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Question 17

Renewals are payable every 5 years for UK registered designs

21.07.2018+5years = 21.07.2023 (Friday)

The next renewal date is Friday 21.07.2023.
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