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Question 1  
You filed a PCT application on 14 June 2024, claiming priority from a GB 
application that was filed 16 June 2023. The ISR and WO was dated 29 
November 2024 and received by your office on 3 December 2024.  
  
What is the deadline to file a Demand for further International 
Preliminary Examination under Chapter II of the PCT? Show your 
calculations. 7 marks 
  
Answer  
[if candidate shows knowledge of the deadline being the later of 22 months 
from earliest priority or 3 months from the mailing date of the ISR, but shows 
no (or incorrect) calculations, award a maximum of 1 mark in total.]  
  
16 June 2023 1 mark 
+ 22 months 1 mark 
= 16 April 2025 (Wednesday)  1 mark 
  
29 November 2024 1 mark 
+ 3 months 1 mark 
= 28 February 2025 (Friday) 1 mark 
  
Deadline is later of two dates; 16 April 2025 (Wednesday) 1 mark 
[The later date must be indicated somehow to gain this mark. It follows that 
where only one date calculation is given, this mark cannot be awarded.]  
  

Total 7 marks 
  
Question 2  
You receive a decision to refuse a patent from the EPO, dated 6 December 
2024, and your client wishes to appeal the decision.  
  

a) What is the deadline for filing the Notice of Appeal? Show your 
calculations. 2 marks 

  
b) What is the deadline for filing the Grounds of Appeal? Show your 

calculations. 3 marks 
  

Total 5 marks 
  
Answer  

a) 6 December 2024 + 2 months 1 mark 
= 6 February 2025 (Thursday) 1 mark 

  
b) 6 December 2024 + 4 months 1 mark 

= 6 April 2025 (Sunday) 1 mark 
Next working day: 7 April 2025 (Monday) 1 mark 

  
Total 5 marks 
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Question 3  
You receive a Decision to Grant communication from the EPO. The 
communication is dated 10 January 2025 and indicates that the patent will 
grant on 5 February 2025.  
  

a) What is the deadline for requesting unitary effect? Show your 
calculations. 3 marks 

  
b) Where must the request for unitary effect be filed? 1 mark 

  
Total 4 marks 

  
Answer  

a) 5 February 2025 1 mark 
+ 1 month 1 mark 
= 5 March 2025 (Wednesday) 1 mark 

  
b) At the EPO 1 mark 

  
Total 4 marks 

  
Question 4  
You filed a PCT application on 20 December 2024, without paying any fees.  

  
a) What fees are now due? 3 marks 

  
b) By when must these fees be paid? Show your calculations. 2 marks 

  
Total 5 marks 

  
Answer  

a) Transmittal fee 1 mark 
Search fee 1 mark 
Filing fee 1 mark 

  
b) 20 December 2024 + 1 month 1 mark 

= 20 January 2025 (Monday) 1 mark 
  

Total 5 marks 
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Question 5  
State three ways of obtaining a European patent. 3 marks 
  
Answer  
[Mark only the first three answers. 
Accept “convention”, “non-convention” and “divisional” filings as separate 
answers if the distinction is explicit. E.g., “convention EP filing” and “non-
convention EP filing” will each be worth 1 mark; “convention EP filing” and 
“direct EP filing” will not both get a mark.]  
  
Filing directly with the EPO 1 mark 
Entering the EP regional phase of a PCT application 1 mark 
Filing a divisional application from an existing EP application 1 mark 
  

Total 3 marks 
  
Question 6  
What are the minimum requirements to secure a filing date for a UK design? 3 marks 
  
Answer  
Applicant details [sufficient to identify the applicant] 1 mark 
One or more representation [accept: drawings/images etc., i.e. visual 
representation] or specimen of the design 1 mark 
Payment of the registration/filing fee 1 mark 
  

Total 3 marks 
  
Question 7  
You filed a European patent application at the EPO on 18 September 2024, in 
Spanish.  
  
What language-related steps are now required, and by when must those 
steps be taken? 2 marks 
  
Answer  
Submit a translation of the text into English [accept: French/German/an 
official language of the EPO] 1 mark 
Within 2 months of the filing date 1 mark 
[If candidates answer that the EPO will issue a communication requesting the 
translation which will set a 2-month period, award this mark. In this case, 
candidates must specify that the EPO communication sets the 2-month 
period for filing the translation to gain this mark. I.e. a generic “2 months from 
a communication” is not enough to gain this mark.]  
  

Total 2 marks 
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Question 8  
You filed a UK design on 12 December 2024, with deferred publication.  
  
What steps must be taken, and by when, to ensure the application 
proceeds to publication? Show your calculations. 3 marks 
  
Answer  
Request publication and pay fee [both needed to gain this mark] 1 mark 
By 12 December 2024 + 12 months 1 mark 
= 12 December 2025 (Friday) 1 mark 
  

Total 3 marks 
  
Question 9  
A UK patent application, with a filing date of 1 March 2021, was granted on 23 
August 2023.  
  

a) When is the first renewal fee due? Show your calculations. 4 marks 
  

b) If the due date for paying the renewal fee is missed, what is the 
latest date it can be paid? Show your calculations. 3 marks 

  
Total 7 marks 

  
Answer  

a) [If candidate shows knowledge of the deadline being at the end of the 
month containing the 4th anniversary of the filing date (or, 
equivalently, the end of the month containing the anniversary of the 
filing date in respect of the 5th year), but shows no (or incorrect) 
calculations, award a maximum of 1 mark in total.]  
  
1 March 2021 1 mark 
+ 4 years 1 mark 
= 1 March 2025 1 mark 
Due by the end of the month = 31 March 2025 1 mark 

  
b) [If candidate shows knowledge of the extended deadline being 6 

months after the non-extended deadline, at the end of the month, but 
shows no (or incorrect) calculations, award a maximum of 1 mark in 
total.]  
  
1 March 2025 or 31 March 2025 1 mark 
[Either starting point is acceptable.]  
+ 6 months 1 mark 
= 30 September 2025 
or 
= 1 September 2025, to end of month = 30 September 2025 1 mark 

  
Total 7 marks 
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Question 10 – EPO Form 1200  
You work as a paralegal at Hudson and Peters LLP and receive the following 
instruction from your attorney: 
 
Our client, Bolston Engineering LLC of Unit 43, Tungsten Industrial Park, 
Oxford OX1 1BS, has asked us to enter the European Regional Phase of 
their PCT application, published in English, details below. 
 
PCT application no.: PCT/GB2023/050206 
PCT publication no.: WO2023/987753 
International filing date: 4 August 2023 
Priority date:  11 August 2022 
Description:  18 pages, 1 to 18 
Claims:   15 claims, pages 19 to 21 
Abstract:  1 page 
Drawings:  2 pages 

 
Please prepare the form 1200, quoting our ref: BolsEP1MB. We have a 
general authorisation at the EPO for this client, no. 124567.3. There is no 
sequence listing or biological deposit. 
 
We didn’t file a Demand on this one and no changes to the applicant details 
have occurred since international publication. 
 
I’ve emailed you amended claims 1-15 (still on pages 19 to 21) that I’d like to 
file with the application. 
 
Please note that the client has specifically requested that we file this on 15 
February 2025. Our Accounts Department will pay the fees from our deposit 
account separately. 
 
No additional copies of the documents cited in the search report are required 
and we’re not waiving any communications. 
 
Finally, note that the client would like to designate the extension state, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Please indicate this accordingly. The client does not wish to 
designate any validation states.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Mark Butcher EPA 
Hudson and Peters LLP 
16a Highview Drive 
Medway 
ME5 9UN 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44(0)1634 681111 8 marks 
  
Answer  
See separate form mark scheme 8 marks 
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Question 11  
A UK Patent application published on 13 November 2024 was filed on 13 May 
2024 with a priority date of 13 May 2023.  
  

a) What is the deadline for filing the request for examination? Show 
your calculations. 3 marks 

  
b) What actions must be taken by this date? 1 mark 

  
Total 4 marks 

  
Answer  

a) [If candidate shows knowledge that examination must be requested 6 
months from the publication date but no (or incorrect) calculations, 
award a total of 1 mark.]  
  
13 November 2024 1 mark 
+ 6 months 1 mark 
= 13 May 2025 (Tuesday) 1 mark 

  
b) File a request for examination [accept: file Form 10] and pay the 

examination fee 1 mark 
[both parts of the answer needed to gain the mark]  

  
Total 4 marks 
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Question 12  
A first communication under Article 94(3) EPC dated 5th December 2024 has 
been issued on a European patent application.  
  

a) Calculate the usual date for filing a response, assuming that no 
extensions of time are requested. Show your calculations. 3 marks 

  
b) If the time limit for filing the response was missed, what would 

happen to the application? 1 mark 
  

c) What would the EPO do next, and what can you do to retrieve the 
situation? 4 marks 

  
Total 8 marks 

  
Answer  

a) 5 December 2024 + 4 months 1 mark 
5 April 2025 (Saturday) 1 mark 
Next working day: 7 April 2025 1 mark 

  
b) The application would be deemed withdrawn  1 mark 

[accept: “lapsed” / “abandoned” for this mark; 
but do not award this mark where candidates say “refused” / “rights 
will be lost” (without more).]  

  
c) The EPO would issue a communication noting a loss of rights [accept: 

further processing communication] 1 mark 
Within 2 months of notification of the communication … 1 mark 
… request further processing by paying the further processing fee … 1 mark 
[mention of payment of the further processing fee is needed to gain 
this mark; “pay fee” is not sufficient on its own; “request further 
processing” is not sufficient on its own.]  
… and complete all omitted acts/file response 1 mark 

  
Total 8 marks 

  
Question 13  
Business X with their registered office in Scotland wants to file a new PCT 
application.  
  
With which Receiving Offices can they file their International 
application? 3 marks 
  
Answer  
International Bureau (IB) [accept: WIPO] 1 mark 
UKIPO 1 mark 
EPO 1 mark 
[accept any valid Receiving Office here, since, e.g., the inventor nationality 
could enable the application to be filed elsewhere; 
award up to 3 marks for correct answers.]  
  

Total 3 marks 
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Question 14  
List two possible consequences for a breach in your duty of care. 2 marks 
  
Answer  
[Mark only the first 2 answers. Allow marks for any sensible answers. 
Examples follow below.]  
  
Loss of reputation; loss of rights for your client; financial loss to your client 
and/or the firm; loss of job; firm being sued. 

1 mark 
each 

  
Total 2 marks 

  
Question 15  
European patent application no. 22345123.3 was filed on 7 January 2022, 
claiming priority from UK patent application no. 221345.6 filed 7 January 
2021. The EPO issued the Decision to Grant on 19 December 2024 indicating 
that EP22345123.3 will grant on 8 January 2025. The client wants the patent 
validated in France, Germany and the UK.  
  
To whom is the fourth-year renewal fee payable and why? 2 marks 
  
Answer  
The 4th year renewal fee is payable to the EPO … 1 mark 
… because the anniversary of the filing date is before the grant date. 1 mark 
  

Total 2 marks 
  
Question 16  
The EPO issued a Rule 71(3) EPC communication (Notice of Intention to 
Grant) on 18 December 2024. The client has approved the text for grant, 
which is in English.  
  
What steps must be taken and by when for this patent to grant? Show 
your calculations. 5 marks 
  
Answer  
Pay grant and printing fees 1 mark 
File translations of the claims into French and German 
[both needed for this mark] 1 mark 
by 18 December 2024 + 4 months 1 mark 
= 18 April 2025 (Good Friday) 1 mark 
Next working day: 22 April 2025 1 mark 
  

Total 5 marks 
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Question 17  
There are four standard publications that you might receive in the course of 
the European patenting process.  
  
Name each of these four documents and explain the differences 
between them. 4 marks 
  
Answer  
[Both document name/code (e.g. “A1”) and description are needed for each 
mark. There must be a clear indication of what each publication is/relates to. 
If candidate correctly lists all 4 publication types without description, award 2 
marks. If candidate correctly describes all 4 publication types without 
providing the document names/codes, award 2 marks.]  
  
A1 – publication of the specification, with the search report 1 mark 
A2 – publication of the specification, without the search report 1 mark 
A3 – (later) publication of the search report 1 mark 
B1 – publication of the granted patent 1 mark 
[accept B or B2 etc.; “in order for grant” is not sufficient for the mark – there 
must be an indication that grant has happened/will happen on publication.]  

  
Total 4 marks 

  
Question 18  
How is the period for putting a GB application in order for grant (compliance 
date) calculated? 2 marks 
  
Answer  
The compliance date is the later of  

i) 4 years and 6 months/54 months from the earliest priority date 
(which is the filing date if priority is not claimed); or (1 mark) 

ii) 12 months from the date of the first substantive examination report (1 mark) 
[If only (i) or (ii) is provided, award a maximum of 1 mark. Both marks can be 
awarded where (i) and (ii) are both provided, and there is also an indication 
that the compliance date is the later of the two.]  

Total 2 marks 
  
Question 19  
An examination report dated 3 October 2024 is issued on a GB patent 
application. The examination report sets a deadline for response of 5 
February 2025.  
  
What is the latest date for response, without needing to rely on the 
discretion of the UK IPO? Show your calculations. 3 marks 
  
Answer  
5 February 2025 + 2 months 1 mark 
= 5 April 2025 (Saturday) 1 mark 
Next working day: 7 April 2025 1 mark 
  

Total 3 marks 
  

Paper total 80 marks 
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